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The team combed libraries, and collections searching for
primary and secondary source documents.
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The documents were used to
write, design, launch, post, pitch, publish:



OVERTOWN & NEWTOWN
EARLY SETTLEMENT

COURAGE + DIGNITY « DETERMINATION

Overtown became Sarasota’s first African American community in 1885.
The name “Overtown” evolved from the phrase “over town.”

Many African Americans had houses near downtown, A small section within Overtown was referred to as
on 4th and 5th Streets. They could walk from there to Black Bottom.The population steadily increased, but
Main Street - then called “over town,” to get to their jobs. expansion was limited because it was surrounded by
‘The community thrived into the 1910s and 1920s along “Caucasian Race Only” neighborhoods such as

12th Street and Mango Avenue (now 6th Street and Central Gillespie Park, Hillcrest and Valencia Terrace.

Avenue). Economic gains from the 1920s Florida Land Boom
enabled residents to establish more churches and to open
businesses, including boarding houses and hotels.

Rev. Lewis Colson and his wife Irene are the

only African Americans buried there.

Rev. Colson’s first name has been spelled

both “Louis” and “Lewis” in various

it :m«n.-m e publications. On ordination papers and fhs
g ek three loan documents dated in the late

1800s, the name is spelled Lewis.
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Driven by the white residents’ discontent
and the growing African American
population, Sarasota’s town leaders
encouraged the development of new
housing north of downtown.

In 1914, Charles N. Thompson and his
son Russell opened a subdivision with

Sarasota’s founders were buried,
is located in Overtown.

During the early 1900s, white

it undesirabl

to have to travel through the African

American community in order to visit 240 lots on forty acres in Newtown. Jefey Bolding, formerly enslaved
the almost exclusively white cemetery. Newtown Heights opened in the it wokot forhe Wotter
k -

mid- 19203 to the
5 i Conrtey Sarsiota County Hitorical

(ahave)Rev Lewts Colsosgravestone
v pop Resources 6 Cultual Resource Cnter

URL: www.newtownalive.com
|G EMAIL: info@newtownalive.com S
DOWNLOAD OUR APP IN THE APP STORE

! FOR MORE INFORMATION:
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Rich History
of Newlown

Sway to its rhythm, tap into the neighborhood's heartbeat, visit

landmarks and meet its cour us trailblaze ho built a thriving
community. Newtown is a resilient community undergoing
revitalization and redevelopment. It has a rich leg d is located

on Florida’s Cultural Coast considered “the cultural center of the
southeastern United States.”

GET THE BOOK TODAY! DOWNLOAD THE REPORT

Newtown’s History
Newtown Alive: | '

Cou e DIGNITY, COURAGE AND DETERMINATION
rage, Dignity, Determination :

Your search is over! Actually, the first step of your study about how

by: ROS alyn HOW ar. d Ph D Newtown developed and grew is done. A team of experts made your
Vl C kle O l d h ) R work easier. Historians, a cultural anthropologist, architectural
am, M.FA.

historian and preservationist joined volunteers in combing the area’s
archives and repositories to collect information about Newtown and

Overtown’s history.

Residents shared their photographs, treasured memories and

memorabilia.

Over 400 primary and secondary source documents about life in two

of Sarasota’s oldest communities were found. We hope our work will

increase your curiosity, raise more questions and spark new
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The Rich History of Newtown
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g 0 [ \ cwlowl ] A NeWIy Excavated Settlement
NEEE IVE _ . Highlights Florida’s History as a

Haven for Escaped Slaves

(] by ,'
COURAGE » DRDMITY « BETERMINATION
Under the direction of then Gen. Andrew Jackson, the U.S. Navy attacks Prospect Bluff Fort. A
cannon ball strikes the fort’s stockpile of ammunition causing an explosion that instantly kills about
270 of 320 inhabitants. Some survivors, including the fort’s Black commandant Garcon, were
executed. Displaced Blacks moved south and throughout Florida.

https://www.sarasotamagazine com/articles/2018/6/27/a-newly-excavated-settlement-highlights-
1-s].

florida-s-history-as-a-ha for-escay
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NEWTOWN TODAY
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Projects In The Works
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